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Editorials: 


THE ARLOSOROFF MEMORIAL PROJECT 


qt would be hard to find a more eloquent testimonial 

to the admirable discipline of Palestinian Jewish 
labor, even under the greatest provocation, than its re- 
action to the assassination nearly eight months ago of its 
ablest leader and spokesman, Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff. Al- 
thougth the murder of this great labor statesman, on 
whom Zionists of all shades pinned so much hope, was 
particularly heinous, the organized Jewish workers of 
Palestine repressed their natural indignation and exerted 
themselves to the utmost in order that Arlosoroff’s 
memory might not be desecrated by some impulsive act 
of reprisal. “No revenge, and no thoughts of revenge!” 
was their watchword, and this exemplary self-restraint 
they have preserved to this day. 

But our comrades in Palestine did better than that. 
Being constructive as well as_ self-disciplined—Rabbi 
Silver rightly calls them the most constructive element in 
Eretz Israel—they immediately set to work to honor 
and perpetuate the memory of their murdered leader in 
a way that must have been particularly pleasing to the 
spirit of Arlosoroff hovering among them. For, what 
finer monument could be conceived for a man who 
consecrated himself, and ultimately gave his life, to the 
regeneration of the Jewish people and homeland, than 
to build new Jewish settlements in his memory on hith- 
erto uncultivated land in Palestine? What nobler tribute 
could be paid to one who made a life study of coloniza- 
tion solely with a view to furthering Jewish settlement 
in Palestine, than to establish fresh colonization points in 
his name in the land of his and our hope? 

Nor were the Palestinian Jewish workers content with 
merely resolving on an Arlosoroff Memorial Project. 
They ACTED. Although their numbers are small and 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 


DPM CiGtsaG csebn rea ese es ws ks os ew Seas ss 2 
icabor’s Great Role in Palestine.................... 3 
By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
(oN | CIR Se eee Se een ee 6 
By Dr. Frances Burnce 
The New Jewish Statesmanship.................-.- 8 
| By M. Beilinson 
| A Grand Epic in Jewish History.................. 11 
By Harry A. Harrison 
NS NNTOINNS Sok a oie bok S's ee hap ois 6 oS ws 12 
SP RNEIUEEONES CA on. 6c kG a opie se sels 66 4-015 40 bles 8 13 
By I. Hamlin 
AREER OTIUER isn cd. oo so bes O's bw were So een we 0 14 
| “Lasor Pavestine,” published monthly (except July 


and August) by the League for Labor Palestine, 1225 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. Subscription: $1.00 a year. 
Single Copy: 10 Cents. Application for entry as second 
class matter is pending. 


MaxiMILiAn Hurwitz, Editor 











their earnings meager by American standards, they have 
contributed, by donating two days’ wages each, nearly 
a hundred thousand dollars toward the realization of the 
project. 

Here is a fine example for the Jews of all lands, and 
particularly of this country, to emulate. If the millions 
of Jews in Amerima were to be as responsive in the mat- 
ter as their brothers in Palestine, the $500,000 needed to 
carry through the Arlosoroff Memorial Project would 
be oversubscribed many times. 

By the decision of the executive board of the Histad- 
ruth, as well as of the Ninth Annual Convention of the 
National Labor Committee for Palestine, a large part 
of the proceeds from this year’s Gewerkschaften Cam- 
paign will be applied to the Arlosoroff Memorial Project. 
It is now up to us American Jews to show that we can 
be as public-spirited, as generous, as ready for sacrifice 
as the Jewish workers of Palestine ; that we, too, are of 
the breed of chalutzim. 


THIRTEEN YEARS OF THE HISTADRUTH 

AST December was a month of great rejoicing in the 

ranks of Jewish labor in Palestine. For in that 

month the Palestinian Jewish workers celebrated the 

thirteenth anniversary of the founding of their great 

organization, Histadruth Haovdim Haivrim Haclalith 

b’Eretz Yisrael (General Jewish Federation of Labor in 
Palestine. ) 

The Histadruth was founded in Haifa during the 
Feast of Hanucah, in December, 1920. Its initial mem- 
bership was 4,433. ‘To-day it has about 42,000 mem- 
bers,—an increase of nearly a thousand per cent in 
thirteen years. It is estimated that 80 per cent of all 
Jewish wage earners in Palestine belong to the Hista- 
druth. 

Nor is this all. The Histadruth is one of the most 
enterprising and progressive labor organizations in the 
world, with its own producers’, contracting, marketing, 
and producers’ cooperatives, with its own employment 
bureaus, with its own bank, loan, insurance, and sick 
funds, with its own hospitals, convalescent homes, den- 
tal clinics, and dispensaries, with its own press, schools, 
athletic clubs, coramunity centers, and theatres. In short, 
into the brief space of thirteen years the Histadruth has 
crowded achievements which in larger and more ad- 
vanced countries required many decades for their con- 
summation. 


That the Histadruth has been able to accomplish so 
much in so short a time, and that it is now universally 
considered the greatest constructive force in Palestine, 
the rock and rampart of the Jewish National Home that 
is arising there, is due to its statesmanlike leadership, 
as well as to the matchless loyalty and devotion of its 
rank and file. 
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And so we congratulate our Palestinian comrades 
on their great Bar Mitzvah celebration, and dedicate 
ourselves anew to the sacred task of mobilizing the 
sympathy and support of American Jewry for the Jew- 
ish pioneers and workers of Palestine, and for their 
model organization, the Histadruth. 


AGITATE, ORGANIZE, EDUCATE! 
A WORD with you, members of the League for Labor 
P 


alestine. 

The League is growing, the League is advancing. 
From all parts of the country, the most gratifying re- 
ports are reaching us of the great interest which the 
League has aroused in all classes of American Jewry. 

College professors and rabbis, hard-headed_ business 
men and factory workers, students and society matrons, 
are rallying to the call of Labor Palestine and flocking 
to the banner of the League. 

At last the Jews of America have awakened. Not only 
are they alive to the significance of Palestine as the 
Jew’s only hope of survival and salvation, but they 
realize that the true builders of Zion are the Palestinian 
Jewish pioneers and workers who are banded together in 
the Histadruth. 

The result of last summer’s elections for delegates to 
the Eighteenth Zionist Congress, from which the labor- 
ites emerged as the strongest single party in American 
Zionism, is a straw in the wind. 
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A great opportunity is now offered us to build up 
the League in America and make of it that great ally 
and upholder of the Palestinian Jewish workers which 
was contemplated by the Histadruth when it launched 
Leagues for Labor Palestine in all countries of the 
diaspora. Shall we not avail ourselves of this oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime? 

And so we urge you to redouble your efforts in be- 
half of the League. 

Agitate, organize, eductae! 

The National Office, though greatly handicapped by 
inadequate means, stands ready to lend you every assis- 
tance in the work of organization and education. But 
the initiative must come from you. 

We are called upon to be actors in a great drama of 
national rebirth that is unique in the annals of man- 
kind, and it behooves us to play our parts worthily. 

So, once more, agitate, organize, educate! 

Bear in mind that the League is an organization, not 
of full-fledged Labor Zionists, but of sympathizers. Any 
one of good characetr who is in sympathy with the aims 
and efforts of the Histadruth, is eligible for member- 
ship in the League. Do not expect applicant to know 
and subscribe to every tenet of Labor Zionism before 
enrolling him; enroll him first and educate him after- 
wards. 

AGITATE, ORGANIZE, EDUCATE! 


MAXIMILIAN Hurwitz. 


Labor’s Great Role in ‘Palestine 


(Address delivered at the Dinner of the Cleveland Professional Group of the League for Labor Palestind, Cleveland, 
November 21, 1933) 


By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 


WANT to speak to you quite informally this evening about 

some of the things which I saw in Palestine, and particularly 
about the labor movement in Palestine. During my Sabbatical 
year I spent a good deal of time in and about Palestine. This 
was my third visit to the country. My first visit was in 1919, 
shortly after the World War. Palestine then was still under mili- 
tary occupation. It vas then a very empty and desolate country. 
Here and there you could see a Jewish settlement or colony, but 
it was no more than some of those flowers which you see growing 
up among the debris of ruins. The country showed very little 
promie of great things. 

My escond visit to Palestine was in 1927. The country had 
develop a great deal during those eight years. New settlements 
and colonies had been established. Tel Aviv had become a city 
of respectable size and importance. Industries were springing up 
and expanding. Nevertheless I felt then that all about Palestine 
there was still the air of something experimental and _ tentative. 
One did not have the feeling of permanence about the whole 
project. To be sure there was something definitely in the mak- 
ing, but one did not know whether the process would not sooner 
or later break down. 

This year that feeling of uncertainty left me the minute I got 
into the country. The country had made such marvelous strides 
in these five or six years. Its development was both intensive and 
extensive. One had the feeling that the plant had finally sent 
its roots deep down into the soil and that it had become a sturdy 


plant which would be able to withstand almost any storm which 
might sweep over it. Jewish settlements had multiplied to a re- 
markable degree. Trade, industry and commerce had expanded. 
Home building had increasd. All the community and social 
agencies which go to make up a permanent and stable commun- 
ity had developed to a remarkable degree. Between 1919 and 
1933 close on to 125,000 Jews had come and settled in the 
country. 

What particularly impressed me was the spirit of confideiice 
that one encountered everywhere. This confidence was traceable 
to many causes. First of all, and most evident, of course, was 
the fact that the country was prosperous. This fact has already 
been dwelt upon so often that I need not elaborate on it now. 
The rest of the world was passing through terrific economci tribu- 
lations. The most powerful and prosperous countries had gone 
down into a disastrous economic decline. Little Palestine was 
holding its own. There were no bankruptcies, bank failures or 
unemplomyent. Government finances were sound. It was fortunate 
for Palestine that it had never been over-capitalized or over- 


industrialized. 


Five Major Developments 
Palestine was beginning to enjoy the consequences of five major 
developments which had taken place in the country in the last 
ten years. The first of these was the completion of the Ruthenberg 
Project for the hydro-electrification of the Jordan. That project, 
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which seemed to be more or less of a fable for nearly a decade 
in Zionist and Jewish circles, had finally become a reality of 
steel and concrete. It was finished, actually built, and it is now 
giving electric power at low rates to practically two-thirds of 
Palestine. 

The second development which contributed to this spirit of 
confidence in the country was the highly successful development 
of the citrus industry, particularly the orange industry, in the 
country. Palestine was becoming an exporter of no mean pro- 
portions of oranges. This was bringing capital into the country. 
Heretofore the capital which had come into the country was 
largely either by way of contributions or by way of investments 
of private individuals. Here was capital coming into the country 
on the basis of what the country was producing. The citrus in- 
dustry is developing so rapidly that it is expected that in 1936 
Palestine will be able to export some eight or ten million crates 
of oranges to the various markets in Europe and elsewhere. 

The third major development was the development of the 
chemical resources of the Dead Sea. A small town has grown 
up around the Dead Sea. Hundreds of workingmen are now 
employed in extracting some of the almost limitless rich potash 
from the Dead Sea. That potash is now being sold in the 
markets of the world. It is possible that this may prove to be 
one of the richest sources of income for Palestine in the future. 

The fourth project, which was being completed while I was 
there, and is now completed, was the Hifa harbor. The Haifa 
harbor is now one of the two or three finest harbors on the Medi- 
terranean. It is fast becoming the point of export and import 
not merely for Palestine and for parts of Syria, but for the entire 
hinterland, for Mesopotamia, for the Iraq. Haifa promises to 
become the great industrial center of Palestine. 

The last of the five major developments which contributed to 
this upbuilding of the morale of the people and to stimulating 
the hopefulness that one senses everywhere in the country, is the 
completion of the pipe-line which is to carry oil from Mosul to 
the shores of the Mediterranean. Twelve hundred miles of pipes 
have been laid right across the desert, and one of the two term- 
inal points of that pipe-line is Haifa. Already one sees huge tanks 
on the outskirts of Haifa where this oil is to be stored for ultimate 
exportation. 

For a small country like Palestine five of such major enterprises, 
completed within the space of less than a decade, are enough 
to send a current of hope, and with it renewed initiative and en- 
terprise through the whole economic life of the country. 

Another reason for this spirit of confidence to my mind is this— 
and this brings me to the subject upon which I want to dwell 
this evening—a realization that the economic foundations which 
have been laid in Palestine are true and sound foundations, that 
the economic superstructure of the country is grounded in real 
things built not upon sand but upon those facts of economic life 
which are durable. 


Labor—the Most Constructive Element 


The labor group in Palestine to my mind is largely responsible 
for this fact. I had occasion to observe quite closely the numer- 
ous factions and groupings in Palestinian Jewry, the old settlers 
and the new, the young and the old. I was persuaded from my 
close obesrvation of men and movements in Palestine that the 
labor group represents today the most sound, the most thoughtful, 
the most constructive, and if I dare say it, the most conservative 
element in the Palestinian population. They have real leaders 
among them both in the political and in the economic fields. 
They know what they are about. They are facing their problems 
pragmatically, intelligently and courageously. 

Let me illustrate what I mean. You are all acquainted with the 
Arab problem in Palestine. Recently we had some very serious 
riots in Palestine. They were not the first riots. They are prob- 
ably not the last. Now, the Arab problem as you well know 
is a very serious one in the country. It cannot be lightly brushed 


aside. There is a large Arab population, at present the dominant 


majority in the country, which for one reason or another has been 
agitated, instigated and aroused, and which is being manipulated 
by the small group of very clever, politically-minded Arab leaders 
who are trained in all the tricks of European propaganda methods 
and who also know what they are about. 

The Jewish labor group in Palestine is facing the Arab problem 
forthrightly and squarely. It is not blinking the issue. It is not 
ignoring it. It refuses to meet the situation by any theatrical 
grandstand attitudes, by any bellicose gestures, by any effort to 
shout down the opposition or to outplay them in the game of 
propaganda, knowing full well that these tactics cannot succeed. 
They have adopted a long-range program of rapprochement, a 
program of cooperation with the Arabs, fully aware that for the 
time being that program is very difficult of realization. They are 
determined to work with the Arab, and not against him. They 
are reconciled to the fact that the Arab is going to remain in 
Palestine and will for years and generations to come be an im- 
portant element in the Palestinian population. 

As a means of closely approaching the Arab and of establishing 
a basis of cooperation with him on the plane of common labor 
interests, they are endeavoring to raise the standard of the Arab 
workingman. They are encouraging the unionization of the Arabs, 
bceause they believe that as the Arab rises in the economic scale, 
as he becomes more literate and more intelligent in an economic 
sense, he will realize that the interest of Jewish labor and the 
interest of Arab labor are not antithetical, but that both national 
labor groups can cooperate in the common task for mutual benefit 
and for the upbuilding of the country. 

Now, if there is any other solution for the Arab problem, I 
for one, frankly do not know of it. There is no way of driving 
them into the desert. There is certainly no way today of reduc- 
ing that population to the level of feudal serfs to serve the 
interest of a dominant Jewish group. Not only can we not our- 
sevles permit any such immoral exploitation of a people but it 
simply cannot be done. 


Eschewing Dramatic Maneuvers 


There is anoher subject on which the labor group in Palestine 
has been sound level-headed, and that is the subject of the Jewish 
State in Palestine. The working group in Palestine, like all classic 
Zoinists, are maximum nationalists. They have not surrendered 
the ideal of a Jewish State in Palestine. But they realize as all 
people who are engaged in the business of practical state-craft 
realize, that no state is built in a day. They are not blatant about 
their ultimate objectives, they are not irritant about them, they 
do not fling them in the face of the Arabs. At. present they are 
not so much concerned with ultimate objectives as they are with 
their present deailed rights in the country under the terms of 
the mandate. They first want to sink the roots of Jewish life 
deeper and deeper in the country. They know that they must 
have a preponderantly large Jewish majority in the country be- 
fore the question of the Jewish State can be satisfactorily settled. 

They have been criticized for it. The extreme Revisionist group 
has taunted them with the charge that they are time-servers and 
opportunists. It is so comfortable, and it gives one such a warm 
glow of inner exaltation when one feels that he is more “patriotic” 
than the other fellow, that his program is more extreme and 
“courageous” than that of the other fellow. But the labor leaders 
of Palestine who are responsible for the upbuilding work of the 
country cannot afford this self-indulgence. They are confronted 
with the day-by-day perplexing and difficult problems of con- 
struction and building, and they are determined not to be de- 
viated from their task of upbuilding by any dramatic maneuvers 
which are fruitless and which may prove dangerous. 

These two facts alone, their attitude towards the Arabs and 
their attitude towards the problem of the National State in Pales- 
tine, have given to the whole upbuilding work in Palestine a 
certain practical certitude which it would not have if the politics 
of the country were in the hands of irresponsible and belligerent 
politicians. 
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Importance of Self-Work 

Another factor which the Labor Party has stressed in Palestine, 
and which particularly at this hour is of utmost importance, has 
been the idea of self-work. Palestine must be built up by Jewish 
labor, not merely by Jewish capial. Classical Zionism aimed at 
this. If you recall the history of the Zionist movement, you will 
remember that it was as much aimed at reconstructing the eco- 
nomic life of the Jew as it was at establishing a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine. Classic Zionism was an effort to restore an eco- 
nomic balance in Jewish life, to rectify the frightful maladjust- 
ment which the Galuth had forced upon the economic life of 
the Jewish people—the overcrowding in the middle class, in 
business and in the professions, the sad conditions which are re- 
sponsible for so much of the present tragedy of German Jewry. 

You will recall that one of the most damaging and infuriating 
arguments which the Nazis used in the last fourteen years of their 
propaganda against the Jew was just this: that the Jew is an 
exploiter, the Jew lives off the labor of other people. How many 
Jewish farmers have we in Germany? How many Jewish artisans? 
How many skilled and unskilled Jewish laborers have we in Ger- 
many? But see how many Jewish bankers, merchants, and pro- 
fessional people! Of course we know that there are historical 
reasons for it. But a historical reason is an explanation, not a 
solution. 

The classic thinkers of the Zionist Movement conceived as one 
of the great objectives of Zionism the normalizing of the economic 
life of the Jew once he is settled in his own homeland. Many 
Jews that go into Palestine forget this. They bring a little capital 
with them and start a business, and they are not particularly 
careful whether they employ Jews or Arabs. Many would prefer 
to employ the Arab because he represents cheaper labor. There 
is thus the danger that in the course of time we would have in 


Palestine an immigrant Jewish group, largely belonging to the 


bourgeois class, living off and exploiting a working peasant and 
proletarian Arab group. That would besmirch our whole noble 
enterprise in Palestine. That would make us an object of just 
criticism and contempt throughout the world. Palestine would be- 
come the classic example in the sight of the whole world of the 
fatal exploiting proclivities of the Jewish people. 

The labor group in Palestine has been keenly aware of this 
danger and, therefore, fundamental to its philosophy is that 
Palestine, Jewish Palestine, shall be built up by Jewish labor 
from the ground up. 

Please remember that if there is any lesson which has come 
out of the last ten or fifteen years of economic unrest in the 
world, it is that the ultimate and final verdict in the life of a 
nation lies with the people who live on the soil and who work 
with their hands. The future belongs to them. If in Palestine 
we are not strongly entrenched as tillers of the soil and as work- 
ers in industry, we will share the fate of all exploiting capitalistic 
groups in the world. 

Self-work, then is a great principle of the Jewish labor group in 
Palestine. I have seen the Jewish worker in Palestine and there 
is something very fine and uplifting about him. I do not mean 
to wax romantic. All work is noble and all workers are ennobied 
by it. But there is a distinctiveness about the Jewish working- 
man in Palestine. His social level is high. His cultural level is 
high. He is literate, he is well read, many of them are well- 
educated. Some of them have had university training. Their 
minds are open to everything that“is going on in the world. 
You sit around with them in some circle after the day’s work 
and talk with them. I have been to very few circles in Cleveland 
that were as interesting and as stimulating. They have read the 
finest in the world’s literature. They are at home in economics 
and sociology. Many of them have thought out for themselves 
a clear philosophy of life. It is challenging to come up with a 
group like that. In a way, it is humbling. 


Insistence on Employment of Jewish Labor by Jews 
Out of this principle of self-work which Jewish labor is stress- 
ing in Palestine has come the other—I ought not to call it a 


aaa ope Page Five 


principle, I should rather call it a necessity—namely, the insistence 
on the employment of Jewish labor by Jews. The Jewish emplo yer 
is asked to employ Jewish labor and not Arab labor, not because 
of any hostility to the Arabs, but because in Palestine and around 
Palestine there is a very great reservoir of cheap Arab labor. 
Their standard of living is very low. The Jewish workingman 
cannot compete with them on that level. He and his family 
cannot live on three or four piasters a day. The Jewish employer 
—and the Jewish employer is no different from all other em- 
ployers—will buy his labor in the cheapest market. If he is per- 
mitted to choose as between Arab and Jewish labor, he will, with 
a few outstanding exceptions, employ as a matter of course Arab 
labor. Jewish labor will progressively be starved out. There will 
be no Jewish labor in Palestine. There will be no self-work in 
the upbuilding of the country. 

Lastly, Jewish labor has tried to emphasize the importance of 
cooperative enterprise in the country, of social enterprise. That 
ought not to be regarded today as very startling and radical. 
The whole world is moving in that direction. The day of un- 
restricted competitive individualism is drawing fast to a close. 
Even in such a staid and conesrvative land as ours we are be- 
ginning to experiment with the idea of controlled industry, which 
inevitably leads to some form of socialized industry. 

In Palestine Jewish labor has maintained that rather than first 
build up a capitalist society with all its inherent weaknesses and 
evils, and then be compelled, in suffering and struggle, to re- 
vamp or destroy it and to build upon its ruins a socialized state, 
it is wiser to start now, in a new country where one does not 
have to destroy before one can build, from the foundations and 
build up some kind of satisfying cooperative social and economic 


life. 


Realizing an Old Prophetic Ideal 


On a small scale, they have already done it. They have done 
it, not as it was done in Russia, through the expropriation of the 
properties of other people and through blood and terror. They 
have done it through their own efforts and with capital which 
they themselves or friends and sympathizers the world over have 
provided. There are now some very fine model Jewish colonies 
in Palestine where the old prophetic ideal of a human society 
has been corporealized. Cooperative groups of one type or an- 
other exist where labor and resources and enthusiasms have been 
pooled without sacrificing individuality or personal freedom. 

I don’t know where else in the world today this type of blood- 
less and voluntary experiment in socialized community life is go- 
ing on. In this sense Palestine is becoming a sort of proving 
ground for mankind, a laboratory for the peaceful cooperative 
commonwealth of tomorrow. 

For these reasons, I believe the labor group in Palestine repre- 
sents the soundest, the most constructive, the most conervative 
and the most promising element in Palestine. 


Labor's Statesmanlike Leaders 


I met some of their leaders, among them the unforgettable 
and much lamented Arlosoroff. Truly a remarkable man. I was 
with him the night before he left for Berlin. The next I heard 
of him was that he had been assassinated. Arlosoroff represented 
the high type of Western European Jew,—he had been educated 
in Western European ways of thought—and at the same time he 
represented the finest traditions and the highest ideals of Israel. 
He was a man of keen mentality. He understood not only move- 
ments and abstract ideas, but what is infinitely more important, 
he understood people. That is why he was chosen to be the 
head of the Political Department of the Zionist Executive in 
Palestine. He made friends for the movement among the British 
officials. He made friends among the important sections of the 
Palestinian population. He was struck down in the midst of his 
youth and his career. It is a tragic loss to the movement, to 
Palestine and to. Israel. 

I met many other of the leaders of the labor group, and they 
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increased still more my confidence in this group, in whose hands, 
the fortunes of Palestine today rest. 


Zionism in Uniform 


Let me close with another side of the picture. For one reason 
or another the labor group has not been able to capture the 
imagination of large sections of the youth of Palestine. The 
youth of Palestine, at least the most vocal section of it, tends 
very decidedly to the extreme right, just as the youth of many 
of the countries of Europe. These young people like their Zionism 
in uniforms. They like the martial ways of party life. They are 
captivated by demands for an immediate maximum program even 
if it can achieve less than the minimum. 

I suppose the reason for this is that the Socialism of today is 
no longer a movement of daring and danger that it was a genera- 
tion ago. A generation ago Socialism represented the ultimate 
extreme to the imagination of young people. The danger which 
is involved in being identified with an extreme movement en- 
kindled their ardor and facinated them. 

There are today extremes beyond Socialism. On the one hand, 
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Communism and, on the other hand, Fascism. Socialism has 
become more or less a conesrvative movement like democracy 
and liberalism. Unfortunately, today democracy and liberalism 
cannot capture the imagination of young people. That is one 
reason for the defeat of democracy and liberalism in many parts 
of the world. 

How to get around this in Palestine, I don’t know, any more 
than I know how we can get the youth in this country aroused 
to a high pitch of devotion and enthusiasm for those democratic 
and liberal ideals, which a generation or two ago were able to 
set fire to a nation and raise it to a high pitch of sacrifice. That 
is one of the great problems in Palestine. The excessive ardor 
of sections of Palestinian youth has led to sreious riots. I suppose 
directly and indirectly it was responsible for the assassination 
of Arlosoroff. 

Perhaps as the mood of the age changes, as life becomes a 
little more quiet and settled, these extreme movements will dis- 
appear of themselves, and the solid constructive tendencis will 
again gain ascndency in human life; and Palestine’s youth too 
will again rally to them. 


1929 and 1933 


Impressions of My Two Visits to Palestine 


By FRANCES BURNCE, Ph. D. 
Teachers College, City of Boston 


HE first inkling of changed conditions in Palestine came to me 
when the boat docked at Boulogne. Our tickets called for 
connections with the Italia at Trieste. But there at Boulogne, a 
representative of the line boarded the boat to tell me that there 
was not a berth to be had—the Italia was crowded! No, he 
could not understand it himself. Yes, it was summer—off-season— 
but that’s the story. NO—not a possibility! 

So we detoured and went by way of Port Said in order not 
to lose any part of our stay in Palestine. 

Four years ago when I got to Palestine, I visited Lotta Leven- 
son, who had just returned to the land after an absence of a 
year in America. She led me to the balcony in her home in 
Jerusalem. In excited tones, she pointed out building after build- 
ing with these words: 

“And this is new! and THIS is new! and this was only started 
when I left!” To me the buildings looked as if they had always 
been there, and I scarcely appreciated her excitement until I 
myself was in her position, and I began to tell my friends of the 
changes that had taken place since my last visit. 

It did no good for me to rub my eyes and ask myself whether 
it was only four years—perhaps, after all, it was forty! It might 
have been when I remembered the quiet city of Tel Aviv, of 
Jerusalem with a curfew at six-thirty, alas! of Haifa with its 
predominant air of an Arab medieval town, of Tiberias—a for- 
gotten Roman fortress. As for Safed, its tragedy still hung over 
it,—a bereaved outpost of ancient Jewish learning. 

Escorted by English soldiers, we went in 1929 to Jericho and 
to the Dead Sea—early in the morning so as to get back before 
sundown. A dilapidated hut housed a little Arab booth with a 
scratchy phongoraph that drearily whined an American jazz tune, 
for my benefit. We went in bathing and washed off the salt 
water under the trickle of a primitive shower. Only the beauty 
of the sinister sea held us. It was not hard to imagine, to re- 
people, to re-enact scenes of Jericho nor around the Hills of Moab. 
It was the Past that dominated. Our Jewish chauffeur, near 
whom I sat, spoke quietly of prospects, but these did not seem 
possible. 

Again under escort we went to the Emek (Valley of Jezzeel), 
to the colonies, and although there detachments of soldiers were 
still on hand, we began to marvel, and for the first time we began 


to breathe freely. Not that there were no moments of wonder— 
how all or any of this could have been accomplished. But the air 
of security, of self-reliance, of strengh, made one forget what 
had been threatened, and what might have happened. There 
they were—our workers, boys and girls, men and women—and 
their eyes were dauntless. But when we saw the children, we 
knew something of the promise that was Palestine; then some 
thing of added confidence and pride came to us. Here were the 
real builders of to-day and to-morrow. But so much was still 
only a promise! 

I revisited the cities. 

One must begin with Tel Aviv. It lords over the Jewsih scene, 
even when one accepts the criticism of a newcomer who objected 
to Tel Aviv because it was not Oriental enough. No, it is not 
Oriental—thank heaven for that! It is rather all but a com- 
pletely Western city. There are, it is true, still some dark spots 
in it. Toward Jaffa, for example, there is a concomitant of what 
we in America know as a slum, attached to the city as an integ- 
ral part thereof. In Tel Aviv it smacks too much of the Oriental- 
ism that is Jaffa. But leave that district and you are in a modern, 
Western world. Riviera homes, coloring and all, are to be seen 
on many streets, especially on Boulevard Rothschild. Luxury and 
modernism here go hand in hand. Hotels that four years ago I 
had thought to be quite luxurious, have become office buildings. 
The proud Herzlia is now occupied by offices of the Davar and 
other concerns. And numerous small and large hotels have ap- 
peared. 

Along the beach, I was told, a six months’ absence makes it 
impossible to recognize the face of the shore. I could not doubt 
it. What I had left as an outpost of the Tel Aviv beach was 
now on my return the very heart of the city. And the “ritziest” 
hotel stood beyond the horizon—so it would have seemed to me 
four years ago. The Ritz—no less—with all the paraphernalia 
of music with one’s meals and other Monte Carlo attrbiutes, was 
opened less than a week before we arrived. 

I called on a relative in a district unknown to me four years 
ago—the Yarkon, on the north side of Tel Aviv. My friend 
and I waded through sand dunes but finally reached the house. 
The district was amazing—a veritable beauty spot, but we said 
it would be years before it could actually become a real part of 
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Tel Aviv. This was last July. I have just received a letter from 
the friend who made the call with me. He tells me that I would 
not recognize the scene—so crowded has it become. I can 
therefore well believe Hannah Chisik’s story. Her meshek is also 
in this region—the Yarkon—and was chosen ten years ago as the 
frontier to guard Tel Aviv, a danger spot that must be redeemed 
in spite of Arab threats and sniping. To-day, Hannah’s meshek 
is as much a part of the city as the Bronx is of the metropolis. 
Hannah’s work must now be pushed toward the east rather than 
toward the north—that is now all too closely settled. 

Four years ago, I got along very comfortably on my English 
and Yiddish. To-day, I had to dust off my German. Following 
the crowds of a Saturday night on Allenby Road or on Friday 
night along the beach, one hears little English, except from 
American friends; the older people still speak Yiddish; you are, 
however, overwhelmed with the sound of German. It is only 
from the children and the young—the very young people, a hope- 
ful sign—that you hear what gladdens your heart: Hebrew. 

At first it seemed to me that Jerusalem had not changed. Then 
I looked around. Jaffa Road had not changed. But what a sea of 
white now lies beyond Jaffa Gate! Hundreds of new homes 
now stand in Kiriath Moshe Montefiore. Meah Shearim—infinite- 
ly cleaner and more bustling. As for Rechvia,—that was marvel- 
ous! The spacious district where my Dutch friend had but just 
moved four years ago as one of the first settlers, and in whose 
garden not a shrub had yet been planted, now looked decidedly 
crowded. It WAS crowded! Rechavia Beth was jostling Alpha 
as an old settlement, and Gimmel had been started. Talpioth did 
not make such headway, but near it workers’ settlements showde 
both growth and promise. 

‘The shop-loving tourist was startled. For now in Jerusalem one 
could buy echt wienerisch clothes cheaper than in the capital 
of feminine shopping on the continent. The fly in the ointment 
of my shopping lay in the fact that a number of the small places 
were given over to the garish lights of cheap European jewelry— 
something I had not seen on my first visit. Why affront the 
souvenir hunter with this pinchbeck stuff when such fascinating 
native, Jewish articles are on hand? 

Some one has called Haifa the City of the Future. Perhaps— 
but it is a future that impinges directly on the present! For the 
harbor was completed—though not dedicated—and ships were 
already docking at the wharf when we were there. The excitable 
boat-rowers from and to the steamship are of the past. Our Amer- 
ican friends henceforth will not need to complain of the discom- 
forts of travel in Palestine—as one of my Boston friends did— 
because of being splashed on the way to the port in Jaffa! Most 
inconvenient is travel in Palestine, therefore became her verdict! 
But talking of travel in Palestine. It dawns on me that in going 
the length and breadth of the land this time, not once was I 
on the railroad! A network of buses and private cars covers the 
land; riding in trains seems unnecessary, especially if you are 
with a few friends. It must be the right number, however, for a 
five-passenger car takes FIVE ONLY—-chauffeur included—and 
a even-passenger car takes SEVEN—chauffeur again included— 
and no more! 

But you can no longer talk of one Haifa, for there really are 
two Hafias: the one on the Carmel, and the one at the foot of 
the mountain. Hadar ha-Carmel, except for the sea bathing, can 
now boast of everything that Haifa on the shore has to offer. 
Substantial homes, pensions, hotels, movies, night clubs, music 
halls,—all make this city on the hill, to some of us, the most 
attractive urban home site in Palestine. It is trite to say that 
this is the heart of commercial and industrial Eretz Israel. What 
can never become hackneyed, however, is the throbbing, fascinat- 
ing body into which this heart is set! 

Of the entire fringe of urban districts in Palestine, no city 
struck me more profoundly with the change than did Tiberias. 
Of course, Tiberias was not resurrected, yet in some way it looked 
to me as strange as Pompeii did, save that the latter is still dead, 
while Tiberias is very much alive. But there was something of the 
difference between the dead city of the Romans mentioned above 
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and the new city of Jewry as it lies to-day on the hillsides, at 
the bejeweled Sea of Galilee. If you are a good-for-nothing tour- 
ist like the writer of these lines, you will enjoy, as one of the 
luxuries of your life, revelling in the new tiled baths. 

Just a word before speaking of the real land that is Eretz 
Israel. 

Again we rode down to the Dead Sea, to Jericho. But no one 
seemed to think of daylight. Buses and cars sped down the 
Jericho hills at sunrise, at sunset, by moonlight. And once there— 
well, barring that the sea is still sinister, that the hills still somber- 
ly guard it, you are in a new world. The old hovel is gone, re- 
placed by a modern Spa with attractive tables and chairs on the 
shore of the sea as well as in the restaurant within. Modern bath- 
houses are open—if not the entire twenty-four hour service, then 
quite near it. I do not understand all the chemical doings for 
industrial purposes, but I remember seeing similar efforts for the 
drainag eof salt at the Great Salt Lake in Utah. The little lakes 
at the Dead Sea are, of course, for many other chemicals; the 
figures of riches involved are staggerling. But even so, a novice 
can see that the development has gone beyond the stage of visions 
only: workers and workshops make the whole too real for mere 
dreams. 

So we “covered” urban life and one of the recreational centres, 
a sort of outdoor playground, of Palestine. 


(To be concluded) 


= 
"YAKHIN" ACQUIRES MORE LAND IN PALESTINE 


“Yakhin,” the Agricultural Contracting Cooperative Associa- 
tion of Palestine, announces through its American office at 1225 
Broadway, New York City, that it has just acquired a new tract 
of land suitable for orange plantation. The land is situated in 
the vicinity of “Ganei Hadar,” not far from the well known 
colony of Rehoboth. 

The work of reclamation, planting and cultivation up to the 
stage of fruit bearing, is carried out by “Yakhin,” which in 1932- 
33 has prepared over 2200 dunams under contracts amounting to 
about $332,500 for American Jews with plantations in Palestine. 
“Yakhin,” has organized three colonies of American Jews, who 
will shortly settle in the Jewish Homeland, and in addition is. 
preparing plantations for other American groups and individuals. 
It maintains an extensive information service for American Jews 
desirous of settling in Palestine. 
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The New Jewish Statesmanship 


By M. BELLINSON 


Translated from the Hebrew by Maximilian Hurwitz 


R decades after the Jewish people had come into political 

and social contact with the outside world, after the Ghetto 
walis had been overthrown, our main weapon for the defense 
of our life and our rights was the protest. Whenever the in- 
justice done to us became unbearable, we appeared before the 
nations and the great men of the world,—whether the latter 
were ruling potentates, financial magnates, or popularly elected 
representatives, or whether they were savants and moulders of 
pubic opinion—and complained of our lot, and called upon 
them, in the name of their sacred principles or vitai interests, 
to do justice to us, or to prevail upon others to put an end to the 
injustice. Nor was there any essential difference, but one merely 
of form (which is a product of time and place), whether our 
protest and demand were intended for financiers and ministers of 
State or the socialist masses, or whether our protest and demand 
took the form of a secret memorandum, of backstairs diplomacy 
(shtadlanuth), or of an angry speech or article. The underlying 
principle was ever the same: The poor and persecuted people, 
who is powerless to shape its own life and to defend its existence 
and its rights, begs, asks, or demands help from other peoples. 

For decades we were placed in this position without being able 
even to inquire whether this was a useful or honorable course. It 
was not a matter of choice, but of necessity. We were used to 
this way, and in the end it naturally became a tradition. 

As for the practical results, let us admit tha they were meager 
indeed. Here is a striking example: All our efforts in the course 
of decades did not succeed in destroying the reign of persecution 
not only in the vast empire of the Czars, but even in the rela- 
tively tiny Roumania. Nor was the post-war attempt—in the 
selfsame Roumania, in Soviet Russia as regards its attitude toward 
Zionism and Hebraic culture, in Hungary, and in many localities 
in Poland—exactly encouraging. The result was virtually nil. 
And yet we moved heaven and earth. Who can count the number 
of speeches, articles, memoranda, sessions, mass meetings, all de- 
voted to the Jewish question; who can enumerate the statesmen 
and public men, authors, scientists, and humanitarians whom we 
enlisted for the cause, and who can estimtae how much energy, 
how much strength and money we sank into the work? 

Some may say, This war of protest, lasting for decades, cannot 
be measured by practical standards. The very war is its own 
reward: it is of great educational value to the Jewish people itself. 
For a people that protests is certainly holding itself erect. Nor 
must we minimize the organizational importance of this war, 
which unites as in one army the “human dust” that is scattered 
throughout the diaspora. 

One may be pardoned for doubting that “holding oneself erect” 
means to be forever turning to o'hers with pleas, demands, pro- 
tests; and this doubt manifests itself even at the every moment 
that the speaker or writer, be he Jew or Gentile, is showering 
brimstone itself upon the heads of the nations for the wrong 
done to Israel, to the “eternal people,” to the “people of the 
Bible,” to the “people that gave humanity,” etc. One may well 
wonder if the silence of the “Gehtto Jew,’ whom recent genera- 
tions have learned to despise so much, did not express more self- 
respect, more contempt for the evil doer than all the memoranda, 
speeches, and articles demanding justice for the Jew with which 
we have flooded a wicked world. 

Furthermore, from the educational and organizational point 
of view there was no little harm in this course in that, under its 
influence, we became accustomed to ask others for aid and succor. 
We got used to rely on others. We formed the habit of depending 
on their protection. And once more, there was anly an apparent 
difference between intercession with the ruling pofentate or finan- 
cial mogul and appeals to the principles of right and to the senti- 
ment of solidarity of the socialist masses. Some of us relied on 


the self-interest of our neighbors; some, on the enlightenment of 
our neighbors, and some, again, on the principle of absolute 
equality, transcending all class and race divisions, which was 
destined to win over our neighbors ;—the common denominator 
was reliance on others. From the educational standpoint, too, 
there was a serious flaw, for, at bottom, the Jewish passivity, the 
inability of the people to take hold of its own life and to shape 
it according to its will, endured, while the war of protest covered 
this internal impotence with a deceptive mask of false activity, 
with a mask of gatherings, mass meetings, demonstrations, and the 
like. The Jew saw he possessed a weapon for protecting his 
life and the rights of its brethren, a weapon which consisted wholly 
in making demands on others; he was inclined to believe that he 
was faced with one task only: to set in motion the machinery for 
making demands, to deliver a speech, to sign a petition, to call on 
some cabinet member or public man, to attend a meeting or 
demonstration ; and having performed this task, he felt he had 
done his part. 

And if we do not wish to deceive ourselves, we must perforce 
admit that the organizational results are also meager, for the 
scattered members of our people in the diaspora have remained 
scattered and strangers to one another; and the external binding 
force of the “common protest” is devoid even of a trace of that 
cohesion which the despised Ghetto knew. The psychological at- 
titude of the Western Jew toward the persecuted Jews of Eastern 
Europe is proof of that. 

In recent years, ever since we departed—under the pressure of 
circumstances of time and place which are beyond our control 
and of which we have no right to boast—from the course of 
backstairs diplomacy and adopted the course of popular demon- 
strations, the protest has become, as it were, an organic part of 
Jewish nationalism; and the nationalist Jew who does not par- 
ticipate with all his energy in the work of protesting, his national- 
ism and patriotism at once become suspect, and he finds himself 
today in a very courageous minority. 

The truth of the matter is that this course, in all its aspects, 
backstairs diplomacy and protesting alike, is nothing but an 
organic law of Jewish assimilationism, whose essence consists in 
relying on others, in shrinking from an independent Jewish policy, 
which does not change materially even in putting up a “bold 
front.’ As against this, the essence of Zionism consists primarily 
in an independent Jewish policy, in the aspiration and endeavor 
to change the Jewish people from the object to the subject of his- 
tory. The face of this endeavor, which is hidden at times, does 
not shed its revolutionary character. The Jewish people has 
ceased to stand under the protecting wing of other peoples; it is 
going back to its own country, there to spin its own life. From 
this territorial point of view there follows inevitably an ideological 
and psychological corollary: the Jewish people has ceased to rely 
on the understanding of others, their education, progressivism, and 
kindness ; it takes its fate into its own hands. 


It was solely duc to lack of historical and psychological com- 
prehension that even Zionism, at any rate official Zionism as dis- 
tinguished from practical development work in Palestine and 
oppositional Zionism, associated itself with this policy of protest 
and also judged the height of nationalism by the loudness of the 
protesting voice. Perhaps this was caused by the weakness of 
Zionism in its practical work in Palestine, for the protest, even in 
the form of a stormy demonstration, has always been the weapon 
of the weak, and willy-nilly we, too, had to resort to it as long as 
the practical endeavor in Palestine was small and meager and did 
not figure as an important factor in the life of the Jewish people. 
But the moment Palestine ceased to be an abstract matter and 
became for us a perceptible and concrete reality and, therefore, 
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an essential factor in the solution of the Jewish question, it was 
inevitable that a charge should also ensue in Jewish statesmanship. 


II. 


This change commenced at the Eighteenth Zionist Congress 
in regard to the German question. On the face of it, what could 
we have expected from this Congress, according to the traditional 
way? A delegation of Germans ascends the platform at the Con- 
gress and severely arraigns the unjust and cruel regime in the 
Germany of Hitler, and one by one the delegates to the Congress 
take the floor and swear not to abandon their brothers in Ger- 
many, and call upon the whole civilized world, upon all men of 
conscience and righteousness, to come to the aid of the persc- 
cuted Jews of Germany. But that was not what happened at 
this Congress. Why? Was it because Nordau was no longer 
among the living, and there was none to make the whole world 
ring with a cry of lament over the calamity? Or was it because 
our hearts had become unfeeling? But not in decades had we 
seen the people, in all its habitations, trends, and layers, so shocked 
as it was at the sight of the sufferings of the present exiles from 
Germany. Perhaps it will be said that the fear of Hitler was 
upon the Congress delegates. But this was not the first time that 
we had to stand before a powerful and arrogant man, and we 
had known how to protest even in the presence of the Russian 
Czar, the Roumanian noble, and the French anti-Dreyfusard gen- 
eral; and sentiments of pity for the Jews of Russia, Roumania, 
and France had not prevented us from realizing what was neces- 
sary in war, as we then understood it. 

It must be that the Eighteenth Zionist Congress, for the first 
time since the removal of the Ghetto barriers, took stock of the 
defensive policy which had become traditional. 

For, upon the outbreak of the German calamity, we did every- 
thing in strict conformity to the tradition in all its particulars. 
We wrote articles, delivered speeches, called meetings, went to 
the good men and great among the Gentile nations, lamented 
bitterly, and invoked their aid and protection, while we for our 
part proclaimed a boycott against German goods, at times also 
against the German language, books, and motion pictures. And 
all this was done according to the “Jewish tradition”: without 
a concentration of forces and without unity of command. as a sort 
of guerrilla war on the part of the Jewish people against the 
Hitler regime, in which we did not even bother to formulate our 
“peace terms,” and did not know on what conditions we would be 
willing to suspend hostilities. i 

After several months of this activity, the Zionist Congress had 
a right to ask, What have we accomplished? Answer: So far, 
nothing at all. The lot of the German Jews has not changed 
for the better. On the contrary, it is daily growing worse. To be 
sure, there has been no repetition of the terrible scenes of April 1 ; 
but the intention of humiliating all the Jews of Germany and of 
eradicating them from the economic and cultural life of the coun- 
try,—this intention is stronger today than ever before. And 
should it be said, The war has been in progress too short a time 
for us to appraise its value; let us continue it until victory is 
attained, we may ask in turn, And what, pray, will this victory 
be? And should the answer simply be this: The restoration of 
full rights to the German Jews; it is for this that we have de- 
clared war, and it is on this condition that we will make peace, 
and this will be the victory,—may we not be pardoned for asking, 
Indeed ? . 

Let us overlook the practical question of whether the achieve- 
ment of this victory is within the bounds of possibility in the near 
fuutre, even if we were to suppose—a supposition which is un- 
founded—that a radical change will before long take place in 
the German government. As a matter of fact, there is room for 
much doubt if even a democratic, Socialist, or Communist revolu- 
tion would be able to bring tangible alleviation to the Jews of 
Germany, or to eradicate the seeds of hatred and poison which 
have been planted by the Nazi movement and Nazi regime in the 
heart of the German people. Furthermore, even another revolu- 
tion would be unable and unwilling to attack the vast Aryan army 


which has managed to capture the position and livelihoods of 
“exiled Judah.” However, even if we suppose a return to the 
status existing before the Hitler revolution to be within the realm 
of political possibility, even then the Jewish democrat, liberal, 
socialist, assimilationist may perhaps be saisfied with his rein- 
statement in equal rights, but a Zionist cannot rest content with 
this, since he has a special conception, since this is not the ideal 
of Zionism nor the altar for its sacrifices. For this equality, and 
even more, prevailed for 14 years. Only now, with the anti- 
Jewish measures, expulsions, and removals from places of em- 
ployment, are we beginning to realize how great and powerful 
were the positions which the Jews captured in the Germany of 
the Weimar Constitution. But did we Zionists say then that this 
had solved the problem of German Jewry, and that this was the 
ideal of world Jewry? Did we not warn the Jews of Germany 
against their complete faith that “they had their own Jerusalem, 
and its name was Berlin”? 

The conception of Jewish history which is peculiar to Zionism 
is a cruel one and does not permit us to envisage victory in a 
return to the status quo, namely, that German Jews shall again 
be professors at German universities, Jewish merchants shall again 
hold honored places in German commerce, and Jewish writers 
and artists, etc. No, this return to the status quo, the hope for 
which is so steadily diminishing, cannot be regarded as victory. 
And now, with the German disaster, we cannot, even if we would, 
content ourselves with anything less than victory, which has only 
one meaning: the solution of the Jewish question. In the face of 
the events in Germany, we must not look toward any goal that 
stops short of this; and all this guerrilla war we have waged dur- 
ing the last few months, who can tell whether it is capable of 
leading us to this goal? 

The Eighteenth Congress was alive to the imperfections and 
shortcomings of the “traditional policy’ in our defensive war. 
It recognized that every Jewish community is exposed not only to 
the danger of degradation and the deprivation of its rights, but 
also to another peril: the peril of self-deception, of dissipating 
its strength in a futile war for an imaginary victory ; and even to 
a greater menace still: the menace of being severed from the 
body of the Jewish people as Russian Jewry has been, and of being 
cut off from the hope of the Jewish poeple, from the shores of 
its Homeland. The Eighteenth Zionist Congress realized that 
there are values which the Jewish people, and above all Zionism, 
is bound to fight for, but for well known reasons Zionism must 
make one value its central concern: the official seal upon the 
Jew’s passport, the seal which enables him to cross the border line 
between the diaspora and Eretz Israel. 


It would be ridiculous to think, or to pretend to think, that 
the attitude of the Eighteenth Congress towards the German 
Jewish problem was due to any consideration for the position of 
the Zionist leaders of Germany or for the fate of their paper, 
which was suppressed during the sessions of the Congress. To be 
sure, even such considerations would not be sinful, but it is not 
here that the cause of the battle fought at the Congress is to be 
found, nor in the courage of some, nor in the spinelessness of 
others. The Congress did not “betray”; it triumphed. It was 
not “afraid”; on the contrary, it had the courage to initiate a 
new Jewish statesmanship, a Zionist statesmanship, one whose 
object and fulfilment is the concentration of the Jewish people in 
Palestine. Verily, the Eighteenth Congress had the courage to 
destroy the assimilationist tradition, whose chief characteristic is 
a reliance on others and appeals to others, and sought to follow 
the way of self-reliance and self-help. 


Whence this strength? Why did not other generations possess 
it and employed ineffectual weapons? Palestine—not the abstract, 
spiritual, and ideological, but the Palestine that is a concrete 
factor in the solution of the Jewish question—it was this Pales- 
tine, by its growth and development, which inspired the Congress 
with this courage, the courage to renounce the weapon of the 
weak, the courage to inaugurate a statesmanship befitting a people 
that is conscious of its own strength. For generations we fought 
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by means of protests. Now we have another weapon in our hand, 
a strong, trusty, and sure weapon: the visa for Palestine. 


III. 


There is no statesmanship without its perils, and the new 
Jewish statesmanship is no exception. 

We have abandoned a well-trodden and conventional way, 
which because it was satisfactory—even small and poor satisfac- 
tion may be classed as satisfaction—became a real tradition, not 
only with Stephen S. Wise, who is swayed by histrionics, and not 
only with Jabotinsky, who is seeking to escape, by means of the 
campaign in behalf of the German Jews, the doom which is hang- 
ing over him, and to hide the kinship, psychological and ideologi- 
cal, of his movement with the nefarious movement which now 
prevails in Germany. The “traditional way” of Jewish statesman- 
ship is dear to the mass of our people, and the transition to a 
different statesmanship cannot be achieved without pain, without 





self-mastery. 

From many sides the complaint is heard, World Jewry is now 
embattled against Hitler, while you, Zionists, you, Palestianian 
Jews, are seeking to reach an agreement with Hitler and destroy- 
ing the unity of the Jewish front. Nay, more, the Socialist and 
labor International, the flower of the world’s intelligentsia, men 
of integrity and peace, all lovers of freedom, whom you regard as 
your allies, are making war upon Hitler, while you are deserting 
the battlefield. 

The complaint bears witness either to an irrational attitude 
toward the Zionist policy of the Jewish people, or to an inability 
and perhaps also reluctance to understand the peculiar position 
of the Jews in the war with the Hitler regime. 

To begin with, it is necessary to distinguish between one’s 
opinion of a certain social, ideological, and political force and 
one’s official relations with it. One cannot suspect France of hav- 
ing a friendly attitude toward the Hitler regime—the press, public 
opinion, and many statesmen in France make no secret of their 
hostile attitude toward the “new Germany’—but no one would 
expect the French parliament to declare war at once, this very 
day, against Germany, and no one would ask the President of 
France to expel the German ambassador from Paris. The French 
people, who is well schooled politically, knows how to distinguish 
between the two; and he who insists on absolute consistency on 
the part of the Jewish people does not hold it in particular regard 
but disdains it, since he does not admit that the Jews are com- 
petent to pursue the proper diplomatic policy, that they have 
something at stake, and that it therefore behooves them, as it 
does other people, to act prudently. 

Another illustration: the foreign policy of Soviet Russia. At 
the very moment that Mussolini and Kemal Pasha are handing 
over Italian and Turkish Communists to the public hangman, 
representatives of the Russian Communist government are sitting 
in conference with them and trying to conclude agreements 
and sign treaties with them. To be sure, France does not treat 
her Communists with special severity; yet those embraces of 
Daladier or Herriot and Litvinoff and Gorky are a strange sight 
indeed, from the standpoint of psychological and ideological 
“consistency.” Nevertheless it would be ridiculous and childish to 
protest against this policy. There would only be room for com- 
plaint if the spokesmen of Soviet Russia announced that they 
were inaugurating a “new revolutionary international policy.” But 
since they have given up such lying phrases, and their realistic 
diplomacy no longer adorns itself with such deceitful trappings, 
it must be acknowledged that Communist Russia and capitalist 
and imperialistic France have a right to come to an understanding 
(And this would be clearer and more self-evident still if “Izvestia” 
did not suddenly discover that France was the cradle of “the great 
Revolution,” and if Herriot did not try to concoct a “general hu- 
man and ethical” basis for the new covenant, and if he did not, 
in honor of this basis, wax enthusiastic at the sight of starving 
Russia.) For both Russia and France primarily want—and have 
a right—to live and not to be the victims of Hitler’s predatory 
designs. And the very same Socialist International which is re- 


ported to be “unable to understand” the course of the Zionist 
Congress toward Germany, greatly rejoices—and rightly—at the 
rapprochement between Communist Russia and capitalist-imperial- 
ist France. Why should that be forbidden to us which is per- 
mitted to Litvinoff and Herriot? Can it be that behind the 
“normal demand” which they are making of us there lurks a cer- 
tain contempt for us because we too are turning to realpolitik, 
because we too are following their ways and are unwilling any 
longer to be at the service of humanity? 

Above all, our position differs radically from that of the other 
forces warring upon Hitler. We have hostages in Germany. Nor 
are they of the same category as the hostages of socialism, democ- 
racy, and communism. The latter are in their own country. 
Their lives and fortunes depend upon their triumph in their 
country. For the sake of the triumph of socialism in Germany, 
it is proper and worth-while to sacrifice the socialists who live 
in Germany. We too would not spare our hostages if we believed 
their fate to be bound up with that of Germany. Perhaps we too 
would say then, This is our common war and hence we must 
share in the common sacrifices for the common liberation. How- 
ever, this is not our goal. From the territorial point of view, our 
liberation is quite distinct from that of the others. We desire 
to remove our hostages from the confines of Germnay. If we seek 
an analogy for our situation, we shall find it in those nationals of 
a belligerent country who are held prisoner in the enemy’s coun- 
try, and the right and effort to secure whose release and exchange 
for others not even the most ardent champion of war to the bitter 
end will renounce. And whoever does not acknowledge the right 
of the Jewish people to deliver its hostages from the Hitlerite 
captivity, and to deliver them by methods dictated by the objec- 
tive conditions, shows that he does not take seriously Zionism, as 
the Jewish political policy, and Palestine, as the Jewish homeland. 

Nevertheless, the main difficulty of the new Jewish statesman- 
ship does not lie in theoretical discussions with outside factors, 
but in the elementary emotions within our camp, a camp used to- 
statesmanship in the “traditional manner” of so many generations. 
The spokesmen of the new statesmanship must be prepared not 
only to face the charge of “treason” and “cowardice,” but to: 
encounter a genuine display of Jewish feeling which has not yet 
overcome the conventional way and notions that are so hard to 
resist, even at the moment when one is already reconciled to the 
need of overcoming them. 

These ideological and psychological difficulties remind us a 
great deal of the complaints which were hurled at Zionism in the 
beginning. How well we remember the accusation that we were 
“betraying” the “monotheistic mission of our people among the 
nations” ; how well we remember the charge that we were “run- 
ing away” from the battlefield of humanity, which, of course, was 
not :n an “Asiatic nook,” but on the broad plains of Russia and 
the United States; how well we remember the reproach that we 
were indifferent to the fate of the Jewish masses, whose “future” 
was in the diaspora and not in Palestine. And how long is it since 
we ceased to be regarded by international socialism as a strange 
movement, nationalistic and even chauvenistic, petit-bourgeois? 
In point of fact, we are not wholly cleared of these accusations 
even now, in these days of Zionist realization in the “Asiatic 
nook.” And the new difficulties will likewise disappear when the 
outside world, and especially the Jewish world, comes to under- 
stand and believe that the Jewish people has decided in all seri- 
ousness, having no other choice, that it will alter its life radically, 
that it will not depend any more on others, that it will not live 
by the protection and grace of others, that it will resolutely spin 
its own life in its own land. With this firm resolution and its 
realization, the Jewish people has ceased to be an exception even 
in this respect, and is now “like unto all the nations,” that is, a 
people which has something at stake and something to safeguard, 
a people whose defense is not conducted with the single weapon of 
protest, of bitter outcry, of plea and demand dinned into the ears 
of others. 

The old statesmanship, which became a tradition with us, was 
known to us in all its particulars——so much so that it was prac- 
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tically stereotyped. So and so visited the editorial office of a 
newspaper, such a one called on a cabinet member, and so and so 
went to Geneva. “International law, minority rights,’ slogans, 
mass meetings, street demonstrations, petitions, and the boycott 
as means. Everything was clear. Now we have a new goal and 
no longer content ourselves with ‘‘arousing world opinion.” Our 
ideal is not the obtaining of rights, citizenship rights or minority 
rights, for the Jews of Germany, but the obtaining of a Palestine 
visa for them, in addition to all that is necessary for such a visa 
so that it, too, may not become a mere scrap of paper. And how 
is this work to be done? How are we to attain the new goal, 
insofar as our relations with the Hitler government are con- 
cerned? Here it is necessary to search, to inquire, to investigate 
everything, to try and to try again, for the road is not well 
trodden and safe. A great deal of deliberation and discipline is 
necessary in order that we may free ourselves from the ante- 
quated form of warfare and that the new course may not be 
construed as license for irresponsibility to work its will. 

Many and sundry will now try to heap abuse upon the Eight- 
eenth Congress for its attempt to really initiate a new Jewish 
statesmanship ; but if we possess the strength to follow the way 
of this Congress, the Jewish people is sure to perceive what the 
“men of protest” have achieved and what we have accomplished, 


A Grand Epic in 


Tue ViLvtece or Ezexiev. By S. Kushnir. Translated from the 
Hebrew by Dr. Frances Burnce and Ruth Goldstein. 78 pp. 
Boston: League for Labor Palestine. 

HE Jewish religion very wisely forbids our being envious. 

Except in one instance. We may envy the good deeds of our 
neighbors. 

And so I frankly confess that I envy most vehemently all those 
who have been connected with Kfar Yehezsel [The Village of 
Ezekiel] in any capacity. It seems to me that they are chosen 
people. Chosen by themselves, perhaps, but chosen people, never- 
theless. 

First of all, I envy Simon Kushnir, whose magic yet prosaic 
pen has set down the daily deeds of those who brought Kfar 
Yehezkel into being, and who have put their life blood into its 
upbuilding Kushnir weaves no fanciful tale, filled with highlights, 
with outstanding personalities, with breath-taking episodes to stir 
one’s imagination and make it run riot. Rather does he picture 
the back-breaking, nerve-wracking, patience-exhausting life of the 
colony with a lucidity and a sobriety that makes us wonder at 
his remarkable self-restraint. After all, he might well have been 
forgiven a considerable amount of glorification and _ self-con- 
gratulation. Not every group of pioneers, lacking in everything 
but courage and will, has been able to win through, against in- 
surmountable odds. Yet Kushnir brings himself to write almost 
objectively of a grand epic in Jewish history in which he and his 
fellows took a leading part. 

Then I envy the translators of this simple story of a truly 
heroic undertaking. Frances Burnce and Ruth Goldstein have 
done their task so well, so lovingly, that the beauty of the original 
work has come through with added lustre. Not every writer of a 
manuscript is vouchsafed such able franslators and collaborators 
who have taken poetic inspiration and handed it down, in an- 
other language, with none of its sparkle dissipated. 

Finally, I envy the brave men and women who, some twelve 
years ago, embarked on a venture that was almost inevitably 
bound to fail, yet which, under God, has prospered beyond the 
fondest imaginings of those who conceived this daring project. 
I would not have the reader of this review labor under the mis- 
conception that Kfar Yehezekel will go down in history alongside 
the Battle of Waterloo or the earlier battle of Lexington whose 
shot was heard round the world. Therein, perhaps, lies one of 
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and eventually the Eighteenth Congress will be recorded in the 
annals of Zionism as a daring and path-finding cognress. But this, 
as said, depends on one condition: that we possess the strength 
to follow in the footsteps of the Congress. 

The great danger menacing the new Zionist statesmanship— 
as indeed all statesmanship, even the most correct—is that it may 
remain a mere declaration unaccompanied by action. The meaning 
of the new policy is: the transfer of the Jews of Germany to 
Palestine. It is only for the sake of this that all those painful 
renunciations were made; it is only for the sake of this that the 
delegates to the Eighteenth Congress repressed their natural feel- 
ings. And unless this goal is reached, our renunciations will 
prove vain, and the violence we did to our feelings will be like 
pangs without birth. If our objcetive is not attained, we shall 
find ourselves in the embarrassing position of having prematurely 
thrown away the “weapon of protest,” a weapon covered with 
rust, to be sure, but nevertheless a weapon of a sort, before we 
had forged a more effective and more appropriate weapon. 

Herein lies the danger. However, the responsibility for this 
does not fall upon the Jewish statesmanship of which Palestine 
is the cornerstone. Eventually we shall attain this statesman- 
ship, as the life of the Jews in the diaspora, a life without hope 
and without security, makes it imperative. 


Jewish History 


the many deep significances of the Kfar Yehezkel experiment. 
Here were men and women, ordinary mortals, engaged in a ter- 
rific battle against indifference, against open opposition of friends, 
against the implacable enmity of swamps and drought, against 
the treachery of ignorant and fantaical Arab neighbors, fighting 
on doggedly and untiringly, determined to subjugate nature and 
mankind, if necessary, in order that they might cease to be luft- 
menschen. Probably they never once considered themselves war- 
riors engaged in proving to a hostile, skeptical, cruel universe that 
the Jew is not the hated parasite his oppressors have always 
branded him, but that, given even the barest opportunity of living 
a human life, he, the Jew, could and would know the blessings 
of a home. 

Only the other day, I read an excellent essay written by the 
Englishman, Lucas, ’way back in 1920. Lucas explained, with no 
intention to be derogatory, that the Jew, of all people, made sure 
to invest his capital in easily-convertible and portable merchandise, 
so that, if heard the call to return to Palestine, he might do so 
with as little loss ot himself as possible. Lucas meant well. But 
alas, he missed the most tragic and most devilish feature of that 
hateful phenomenon. The Jew was FORCED to convert his 
wealth in that fashion, not because he might hear the call of 
Zion, but because, sooner or later, when the land in which he 
was dwelling needed a scapegoat, it would probably pounce upon 
him, the homeless wanderer, and having either slaughtered or 
robbed him, it would, in the latter case, scourge him from its 
borders, a pariah among the nations, to seek begrudged shelter 
elsewhere. Lucas wrote his explanation before the rise of Hitler. 
But history had repeated itself too often, as regards the Jew, 
for him not to have known better. 

And so, you men and women of Kfar Yehezkel, I, a citizen of 
the United States, who have led a sheltered life in my native 
land, salute you! Four years ago, for an all-too-brief period, I 
visited our beloved Eretz Yisroel. Then, pressed for time, and 
with an unseeing eye, I overlooked your silent heroism, your un- 
sung striving to right one of the many wrongs of history. On 
my next visit, pleaes God, I hope, personally, to view your handi- 
work—and call you blessed! 

Harry A. Harrison. 

Editor’s Note—The book so brilliantly reviewed by Mr. Harri- 
son, represents the first cultural contribution by a chapter of the 
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A Memorable 


_ Ninth Annual Convention of the National Labor Commit- 

tee for Palestine (popularly known as the Gewerkschaften 
Campaign), which met in New York City on December 1, 2, and 
3, 1933, was the largest and most successful in the history of 
the Committee. 

Seven hundred and forty two delegates, representing nearly 
300 organizations in the United States and Canada, were in at- 
tendance. The prevailing spirit was one of enthusiasm and re- 
joicing, since the Convention marked the completion of ten years 
of successful activity for labor Palestine, and the beginning of 
another and, it is to be hoped, even more successful decade. 


Fraternal messages were received from the Histadruth (Pales- 
tine Federation of Labor), the British Labor Party, and numerous 
organizations and public men here and abroad. There were many 
addresses by prominent personalities, the principal speaker being 
Joseph Sprinzak, famous Palestinian labor leader and Histadruta 
emissary in America. 

The following are the principal resolutions adopted by the 


Convention: 


1. On This Year's Gewerkschaften Campaign 


The increased tasks of Palestinian labor, the need of receiving 
and establishing in Palestine an ever growing number of immi- 
grants, of maintaining and perfecting the labor institutions, and 
of carrying on an independent colonization activity,—all this ob- 
ligates our members and friends to raise this year’s campa.ga 
to a higher level of significance and greatly magnified results. 


Being animated by a profound and earnest desire to continue 
our cooperation with Palestinian labor in the performance of its 
great and historic tasks, the Convention proclaims a quota of 
$250,000 for the year 1933-1934, and solemnly calls upon all 
our members and friends to exert themselves to the utmost by 
making personal contributions, as well as by strenuous efforts to 
make possible the full attainment of the above-mentioned sum. 


2. On Immigration into Palestine 


The Convention, comprising 742 delegates who represent 100,- 
000 American Jewish workers, has listened with joy to the report 


of the great economic advance of Palestine, an advance made 


possible by the influx of productive Jewish labor, Jew-sh cap_tal, 
and Jewish enterprise and _ initiative. 

The barriers placed in the way of Jewish immigration into 
Palestine are a direct violation of the right of Jews to enter their 
Homeland, and hinders its development. 


We call upon the Palestine Goverment to abolish all restrictions 
on the immigration of Jewish workers and productive elements. 
In the present tragic moment in the life of our people, every 
barrier to Jewish immigration into the Jewish Homeland is a 
crime against the interests of the Jewish people. 


We appeal to our sister organization, the Labor Party of Great 
Britain, to use its good offices with the British Govermnent to 


this end. 














American League for Labor Palestine. Fittingly, this contribution 
was made by the League chapter in Boston, the American Athens. 
The book is beautifully printed and illustrated, a joy to the 
eye as well as to the mind. We heartily recommend it to our 
readers, and urge all League chapters in the United States and 
Canada to use it in their educational work. Copies may be pro- 
cured from the main office of the League for Labor Palestine, 
1225 Broadway, Room 404, New York, N. Y. The price is 25 
-cents a copy, postage prepaid. 


Convention 





THE MESSAGE FROM THE BRITISH 
LABOR PARTY 


Following is the message which the convention 
of the National Labor Committee for Palestine received 
by cable from George Lansbury, leader of the British 
Labor Party in the House of Commons: 


“The British Labor Party sends its hearty fraternal | 
greetings and best wishes for a successful conference. | 
It has watched with the greatest interest the steady | 
growth of Labor Zionist institutions in Palestine during | 
the last fourteen years. During good periods and bad, | 
and in the face of colossal difficulties, their activities | 
| have grown and flourished. The number of labor set- | 
tlements, schools, and hospitals has multiplied; coop- | 
erative organization, both on the side of production and 
of distribution, has made heartening progress; the 
trade union movement has fought for higher standard 
of living for both Jewish and Arab Labor. Prominent 
members of our movement recently visited Palestine 
and returned with enthusiastic praise for all branches 
of work of the Jewish labor pioneers. We know that 
difficulties remain, and that more must be done to win 
Arab cooperation. But the work is proceeding on the 
right lines. British labor reaffrms its determination to 
keep the doors of Palestine as wide open to Jews as 
the economic absorptive capacity of the contry permits. 
It welcomes in particular the opportunity it affords to 
German Jews who are eager to escape from the oppres- 
sive Hitlerist regime. | 


“GEORGE LANSBURY.” | 




















3. On the Arolsoroff Memorial Project 


The Convention pays homage to the memory of our comrade, 
Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff, a eader of extraordinary ability, who was 
cut down in his prime by an assasin’s hand. The hopes of the 
Jewish labor movement in Palestine and of the great endeavor 
to build the Jewish National Home are bound up with his name. 
The Jewish workers of Palestine have resolved to perpetuate Ar- 
losoroff’s memory with a living monument that will embody the 
spirit and ideas of our slain leader. They have decided to em- 
bark upon a new colonization effort in Palestine, and in a short 
time, by donating two days’ wages each, have contributed nearly 
a hundred thousand dollars for this purpose. They have done 
this in honor of Arlosoroff, and as a summons to fresh activity. 

The Jewish workers of Palestine have made a glorious begin- 
ning. The ewish workers of America mut help along. The Arlo- 
soroff Memorial Project (Miphal Arlosoroff) is the name of the 
new objective. It must also become one of the main objectives 
of this year’s Gewrekschaften Campaign for labor Palestine. 

The Convention calls upon American Jewry to make every 
effort in order that the Arlosoroff Memorial Project may be a 


+ 


complete success. 


4. On the League for Labor Palestine 

The Convention welcomes the establishment in America of 
the League for Labor Palestine, which in the first year of its 
existence has proven a very useful instrument of propaganda and 
enlightenment about the Histadruth and the problems of up- 
building Palestine. 

The Convention calls upon our affiliated organization to exhort 
their members to join the League chapters already in exitence, 
to form new ones wherever necessary, and to do everything pos- 
sible to the end that the League may develop into a great mass 
organization for enlightenment and practical work in the interests 


of labor Palestine. 











LABOR PALESTINE = ~ 


tt Page Thirteen 





League Activities 


By 1. HAMLIN, National Secretary 


: jereionn to the able and faithful cooperation given the League 
by Goldie Meyerson, of the Palestine Labor Delegation, our 
chapters have been strengthened in a number of cities, and the 
ground has been prepared for the formation of new chapters. 
Mrs. Meyerson’s brilliant lectures have created a wonderful senti- 
ment, which it is to be hoped will presently be utilized for an 
extensive and widely ramified activity all over the country. 

Mrs. Meyerson addressed League meetings in Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Houston, San Antonio, Kansas City, Los Angeles, and 
elsewhere. As a result of her visit, a new chapter has just been 
organized by Saadia Gelb and others in Minneapolis, and con- 
tact has been made with Omaha. She is prepared to render the 
same efficient service in the other cities that she is to visit, and 
our chapters and friends in these cities are urged to make the 
most of her visits. 

From a report received from Dr. Nathan S. Saltzman, one of 
our indefatigable workers in Los Angeles, it appears that 
the League now has four chapters in that city. The two senior 
chapters are led by Mr. Henri L. Poser and Mrs. Mollie Harvey, 
respectively, while the junior chapters are led by Miss Sylvia 
Holtzman and Miss Gertrude Browda, respectively. The senior 
groups meet fortnightly; the junior groups meet every week and 
devote much time to cultural and propaganda work, particularly 
to discussions of Histadruth and Palestine reconstruction problems. 
The Los Angeles chapters have undertaken to defray the cost of 
constructing a well in the first of the projected colonies which are 
being founded in the Jordan Valley as a memorial to the late 
Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff. To this end they have already forwarded 
the sum of $1250 to the Histadruth in Palestine, and they expect 
to raise during the year the rest of the $6000 required for the 
purpose. Now the Los Angeles chapters are making preparations 
for the annual Gewerkschaften Campaign, which will begin in 
their city on Februray 15, with Hayim Greenberg, editor of the 
Yiddisher Kaempfer and ace Labor Zionist orator, as the principal 
speaker. 

Sanford Goldner, instructor in public speaking at the University 
of California and one of our active members in Berkely, Calif., 
has undertaken to organize a League chapter in San Francisco. 
We wish him good luck and eagerly await news of the result of 
his efforts. 

The League chapter in Kansas City, Mo., has advanced greatly 
in the last few months. As late as last September it had only 26 
members ; today it boasts 77, all in good standaing. According to 
the report of its secretary, Miss Dora Cohen, the chapter 
is carrying on an intensive campaign of education. Among those 
who have addressed their meetings are Sarah Feder, Anschel 
Reis, and Goldie Meyerson, and Dr. Isador Keyfitz of the Uni- 
versity of Missouri. The chapter is gradually attracting the best 
elements in the community. 

Most gratifying news has reached us from Suggs Garber, the 





| LEAGUE LITERATURE 
The following literature may be obtained from the 
National Office of the League for Labor Palestine, 1225 
| Broadway, New York, N. Y.: 

S. Kushnir, “The Village of Evekiel.”’ Price: 25 cents. 

Special Souvenir Number of “Labor Palestine.” Price: 
15 cents. 

D. Ben Gurion, “Die Histadruth in Kampf un Oifboi 
(in Yiddish). Price: 10 cents. 

In Preparation: 

“The Histadruth,’ a collection of informative articles 

on the origin, aims, ideals, and institutions of the Palestine 


Federation of Labor. 
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| LEAGUE MEMBERS, DO YOUR DUTY! 

| The annual fund-raising drive of the National Labor 
| Committee for Palestine (Gewerkschaften Campaign), the 
proceeds of which goes to supply tools and machinery for 
the Jewish pioneers and workers of Palestine, and to sup- 
port the welfare, cooperative, and cultural institutions of 
the Histadruth,—is now in progress throughout the coun- 
try and Canada. It is the duty of every member of the 
League to help the campaign. Give generously of your 
own means, and get your friends and neighbors to do 


likewise. 





Do your duty, League members! 











secretary and driving spirit of the Professional Group of the 
League in Cleveland. On November 19 last, the group gave a 
dinner, at which the principal speaker was Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, whose masterly address is printed elsewhere in this issue. 
Seventy members were enrolled on the occasion, and the group 
now numbers over a hundred members. They have arranged a 
mass meeting for Fbruary 13, which will take place at the Mount 
Sinai Hospital Auditorium, and which will be addressed by Rabbi 
Barnett R. Brickner, of the Euclid Avenue Temple. They. are 
also planning a special meeting of professional women, at which 
the speakers will be Goldie Meyerson and Prof J. M. Rogoff, of 
the Western Reserve University, who is chairman of the Cleve- 
land Professional Group. 

The Cincinnati chapter now has 39 members. Recently they 
organized two groups, one of physcians and dentists. They have 
a number of study circles, at which the problems of labor Pales- 
tine are discussed. The moving spirits are Rabbi Samuel Wohl and 
Dr. M. S. Schulzinger. 

The Boston chapter will hold a mass meeting on Feb. 4, at 
which the guest speaker was Dr. Elsie Gluck, of the editorial staff 
of The Encyclopedia of Social Sciences. The executive committee 
of the chapter has drawn up ambitious plans for further activity 
this winter. 

In Montreal, a group of young men headed by L. Ticoll are 
taking steps to organize an English-speaking branch of the League. 

The English-speaking chapters of New York have held two 
mass meetings this season. The first, arranged by the Palestine 
Labor Group (a student society), was addressed by Dr. Elsie Gluck 
and Dr. Hayim Fineman. The second, arranged by the Profes- 
sional and Business Men’s Section, was addressed by Dr. Fine- 
man, who delivered a most instructive lecture on the Arab-Jewish 
relations in Palestine. Both meetings were well attended, especial- 
ly the first. Plans are now being worked out for intensified activity 
by the English-speaking chapters of New York. 

The Chicago chapter comprises at present 50 members, who 
devote themselves primarily to the study of Palestine labor prob- 
lems. The chapter has issued several mimeographed bulletins, 
and gives promise of becoming an important factor in our move- 
ment. 

The League chapters in Houston and San Antonio, Texas, have 
lately been strengthened by the additio nof a considerable number 
of members. Both chapters hold monthly meetings and conduct 
discussions of Palestinian problems. The San Antonio group ar- 
ranged an impressive Hanucah celebration and raised a substan- 
tial sum for the Gewerkschaften Campaign. 

The League chapters in Detroit and in Paterson, N. J., are 
making good progress. Both chapters have initiated conferences 
in their respective cities in the interest of the Gewerkschaften 
campaign, which seems to be quite successful in both communities. 
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Upon the conclusion of the campaign, these two chapters will 
resume their organizational and cultural acitvity. 


A League chapter was recently organized in Pittsburgh during 
Joseph Sprinzak’s visit to that city. The chairman of the new 
chapter is Attorney Samuel L. Fuss, whose sympathy for labor 
Palestine is well known. The Pittsburgh chapter is planning a 
mass meeting with Dr. Hayim Fineman, of Temple University, 
as the principal speaker. 


Last month a new chapter was organized at the Sholom Alei- 
chem Cooperative Houses of New York. The chapter immediately 
united with the older one at the Amalgamated Cooperative 
Houses, and the consolidated chapter now has 50 members. A 
vigorous campaign for members is being conducted, and a public 
meeting has been arranged for Saturday evening, February 17, 
at which Hayim Greenberg will deliver an address. 


The League chapter at the Verband Cooperative Houses has, 
jointly with a number of other organizations, launched the Gewerk- 
schaften campaign in its vicinity, and already the sum of $425 
has been raised. Recently it arranged a lecture by the well known 
Yiddish publicist, Abraham Revoutzky, who spoke on the eco- 
nomic possibilities of Palestine. 


Proceedings of the National Executive Committee 


During the past month the National Executive Committee of 
the League held a number of sessions, at which plans and pro- 
posals for the fur&ther activity of th eLeague were discussed. 
Steps have been taken to insure that Lasor PALesTINE shall here- 
after appear regularly and be sent to every League member. 
Maximilian Hurwitz, the editor of the magazine, has been drafted 
to assist the National Office with the organizational and cultural 
work, especially in maintaining contact with all our chapters, 
with which he corresponds regularly. A_ special comm_ttee 
has drafted a constitution for the League, copies of which will 
shortly be mailed to all chapters. By the time these lines appear 
in print, the first of the League educational letters dealing with 
the problems of our work in Palestine, will be ready for mailing 
to the chapters. 


SPECIAL EXCURSION TO PALESTINE 


The Gdynia American Line annoounces that it is arranging a 
special excursion to Palestine, via Poland, and Roumania, on 
the well-appointed and popular steamship Kosciusko, which will 
said from New York on June 19, 1934. 


The excursion will be under the personal supervision of H. 
Ariel, assistant secretary of the National Labor Committce for 
Palestine and the League for Labor Palestine. Mr. Ariel will see 
to it that the tourists are provided with every comfort, and will 
also help them arrange their visit to Palestine in the most satis- 
factery manner. 


The excursion will proceed by boat from New York to Gdynia, 
Poland, thence by rail through Warsaw to Constanza, Roumania, 
and thence by boat again to Palestine. The tourists will thus be 
able both to go to Palestine and at the same time visit their rela- 
tives and friends in Europe. For further information regarding 
the trip and ticket rates apply to your local steamship agent, or 
to the Gdynia America Line. 
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Palestine Brevities 
e 


A Histadruth Month was observed by the organized Jewish 
workers of Palestine from December 15, 1933, till January 15, 
1934, in honor of the thireenth anniversary of the founding of 
the Histadruth. Celebrations were held in all parts of the country, 
and efforts were made to enroll new members. Particularly im- 
pressive were the celebrations held in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and 
Haifa. A brochure, entitled Hag ha-Histadruth (“The Histadruth 
Celebration”), was issued on the occasion. 


® 
According to statistics compiled by the Jaffa-Tel Aviv Chamber 
of Commerce, 192 capitalists (7. e., persons possessing at least 
£1,000 each) settled in Palestine in 1930, 269 in 1931, 754 in 
1932, and 2,025 in the first nine months of 1933. 


a 
Deposits in the banks of Palestine are said to total £10,000,000 
(about $50,000,000). Most of this money belongs to the new 
immigrants. 
é 
According to the latest estimate, Tel Aviv now has a population 
of 85,000. 


c 
Over a million boxes of oranges, 104,000 boxes of grapefruits, 
and 12,500 boxes of oranges were exported from Palestine in 1933. 
& 


A Bureau for the Allocation of Work has been set up in Tel 
Aviv in connection with the Court of Arbitration. The bureau 
will supervise the apportionment of work in the entire building 
industry and in al! public works in Tel Aviv. It comprises repre- 
sentatives of the Tel Aviv Labor Council (Histadruth), the Em- 
ployers’ Association, Mizrach Workers, Revisionist Workers, Bether, 
Artisans’ Association, and Yemenite Workers. At the head of the 
bureau is an executive committee of three, namely, Mayor M. 
Dizengoff, Rabbi Shapiro, and Joseph Aranowitz of the Histadruth 
Executive Committee. 


@ 
Samuel Lokorov, an American engineer now living in Palestine, 
has invented a machine which automatically sorts and stamps 
citrus fruits. 


& 

A new farm workers’ colcny is being established on a 1000- 
dunam tract of land near Petach Tikvah. When completed, it 
will contain 200 families, including 50 families of Jewish refugees 
from Germany. Another agricultural settlement, on a 5000-dunam 
tract, is being projected near the Pools of Solomon on the road 
to Hebron. It, too, is to contain 200 families. 


e 
Far from there being unemployment among the Arabs in Pales- 
tine, there is actually a shortage of Arab labor, especially in 
Haifa, so that Arab laborers have had to be imported from other 
parts of the country, as well as from Syria and Egypt. 


Seven new moshavim (cooperative settlements of individual 
farmers) are being established in various parts of the country. 


co 
Water has been discovered at Beth Alpha in the eastermost 


part of the Valely of Jezreel, as a result of which that colony 
and six adjacent villages will now be well suppleid with the 


precious liquid. 
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The Women’s League For Palestine, Inc. 


Amongst the many organizations working for the upbuilding 
of the Homeland, the Women’s League for Palestine of Amierica, 
must be listed as an important factor. 

At the time when the Zionist Organization of America was 
torn by conflicting factions, a small group of women, refusing to 
be drawn into the controversy, organized as an independent group, 
under the able leadership of Mrs. Richard Gottheil. Great difficul- 
ties were met and overcome by this zealous group, and today, 
after six years of untiring effort and devotion to their cause, the 
Women’s League for Palestine of America has just reason to be 
proud of its achievements. To further the spiritual, social and 
economic condition of the pioneer women in Palestine, they have 
to their credit the following accomplishments: 

The Women’s League has contributed liberally towards the 
establishment of the Girls Farm School in Jerusalem. 

It has erected and now maintains the Beth Hachulutzoth in 
Haifa, which fortunately was completed in time to meet the great 
need of the hour. This building, one of the mest modern and 
best equipped in Palestine, provides accommodations for a large 


number of girls, and has become a social and cultural center 


for the women of Haifa. It also boasts a number of cooperatives 
in which girls are taught various trades, enabling them to earn 
a livelihood. 

The Womens League plans to enlarge both the facilities for 
housing many more girls and the scope of the cooperatives. 

Giving thought to the needs of the working mother, the League 
is erecting, with the cooperation of the Moazot Hapoaloth, a 
Day Nursery in Tel-Aviv. This building will be a modern Day 
Nursery, equipped to house about 100 children, and will be 
completed within a few months. 

In all of these undertakings, the Women’s League has received 
the fullest cooperation of the Moazot Hapoaloth with whom the 
most cordial relationship and understanding has existed these 
many years. 

Mrs. William Prince, President of the Organization, and Mrs. 
D. L. Isaacs, Chairman of the Palestine Committee, are leaving 
for Palestine in the Spring, in order to perfect plans for expand- 
ing the work of the Women’s League in Eretz Israel. 


(Mrs. D. L.) Rose Isaacs. 





The League endeavors to unite all friends of Labor 
Palestine into an organized, active force for the sup- 
port of the vanguard of the Chalutzim movement, the 
Histadruth Haovdim (the General Jewish Federation of 


1 To enlighten its members about the work of Pales- 
tinian labor and the activities of the Histadruth. 


2) To bring the Jewish general public into closer 
relations with the aims, efforts and achievements of the 
Histadruth, in order to create an atmosphere of friend- 


The League for Labor Palestine has been organized 
to serve as a point of support for the Histadrutn 
Haovdim of Palestine. And now it sends out a call to 
every enlightened and nationally-minded Jew in the 
United States and Canada to join its ranks. 


The call should be heeded by every Zionist desiring 
rebirth of his people and the restoration of the Jewish 
Homeland: by every Socialist interested in the practi- 


1225 Broadway, 





League For Labor Palestine 


OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


OBJECT OF THE LEAGUE 


AIMS OF THE LEAGUE 


THE CALL OF DUTY 


For particulars write to the 


League For Labor Palestine 


Labor in Palestine), in all its activities, which aim at 
the building of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 
on a foundation of free, productive labor, and the crea- 
tion therein of a Cooperative Commonwealth of Labor. 


ship and encouragement around the work of Palestin- 
ian labor. ; 
3) To raise funds for the many-sided activity of the 
Histadruth by means of contributions from the League 
membership and by nation-wide campaigns. 


cal application of socialist principles; by every liberar 
who appreciates factors and tendencies indicative of 
social progress; by every Jewish youth ready to identify 
himself with his people. 

To all these the League for Labor Palestine cifers 
this opportunity for distinguished service by coopera- 


tion with the Histadruth Haovdim of Palestine. 


New York, N. Y. 
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GRAND ANDO INTERESTING 


EXCURSION TO PALESTINE 


—_——* xi “ ioe vel . 
Via Poland and Roumania nal . 


ON THE POPULAR STEAMER 


““KOSCIUSKO”’ 








PURIM CRUISE a = a) 
° 1 ‘ x ” e e) 
Leaving New York June 19, 1934 Conte Di Savoia—Feb. 15, 1934. ed 
For the first time in the history of travel from New York to Fales- 
tine the direct journey is made in the short space of 11 DAYS, 
Under personal leadership of Mr.©H. Arial, Assistant thanks to the unusual speed of the only gyro-stabilized liner 
ae ee ee on ‘ afloat. Visiting Gibraltar, Cannes, Monte Carlo, Genoa and 
Secretary of the JNationa abor Committee an a Naples. Tourists will partic!pate in Purim festivities and Carnival 
for Labor Palestine, and member of the Poale Zion- in Tel Aviv. 
Zeire Zion Party. PESACH CRUISE m a) S 
e 
Vulecania—March 9, 1934. ae 
Kosher Kitchen — Comfortable Wonderful opportunity for those who plan to spend the Passover 
, holidays in the’ Jewish Homeland. The Vulcania is most popular 
Accommodations among Jewish passengers. Calling at Ponta Relgada, Lisbon, 
Gibraltar, Cannes, Naples, Palermo, Piraeus (Athens) and Beirut. 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS IMMEDIATELY SHEVUOTH CRUISE ck v ' | a4 
Vuleania—April 20, 1934 : 
For Information and Tickets apply to your local agent, For those wishing to spend their summer vacation in Palestine 
this tour presents an opportunity of a lifetime. After visiting such 
or to the : ports of interest as Gibraltar, Palma (Majorca), Cannes, Naples, 
Palermo, Piraeus (Athens) and Beirut, the Jewish passenger 
a) X lands in the new magnificent harbor of Haifa. 
GDYNIA AMERICA LINE ROSEN PALESTINE-ORIENTAL TOURS 
89 Broad Street New York. N. Y 122 Fifth Avenue (At I8th Street) New York City 
ii pila Cable ROSENTOURS Telephone: CHelsea 3-0651 




















A. KLLN E R epresipenr' tore 


Swan Lake, N. Y. 


Now Interested in the 


CENTRAL PLAZA 


111 2nd AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
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DIETARY LAWS STRICTLY OBSERVED be j 
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New York’s Newest, Most Up-to-Date Catering Establishment Centrally Located for 
Weddings, Banquets, Confirmations, Conventions, etc. 








CATERERS FOR THE Given by the 
NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE 
= a ] 99 
Second Annual “Third Seder ot Hiailiny Wve, Agell ber, 1984 

















